PERIODICALS POSTAGE | $1.50
VOL. 129, NO. 190

FINANCE-COMMERCE.COM

Friday | September 23, 2016

STAFF PHOTO: BILL KLOTZ

Visitors to the 17th Annual Building Community Exhibition check out a display at the event, which was held Wednesday and Thursday in the IDS
Center Crystal Court in downtown Minneapolis.

‘Playground for the designers’
Building Community Exhibition displays major projects
BY BRIAN JOHNSON
Staff Writer

With more than $1 billion worth
of building permits in Minneapolis
pulled by the end of August, there
was no shortage of material this year
for an annual exhibit of local building
and development projects.
The 17th Annual Building Community Exhibition, held Wednesday and
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Thursday at the IDS Center Crystal Court in Minneapolis, included
architectural models and exhibits
of more than 40 new or nearly complete structures.
Featured projects included housing developments in the North Loop
and Mill District, eight new hotels in
and around downtown Minneapolis,
and the Kraus-Anderson full block

mixed-used redevelopment, among
others.
Even so, it wasn’t just about vertical buildings. Visuals of open spaces, such as the new Commons Park
next to U.S. Bank Stadium, were also
prominently on display at the free
event.
It drove home the point that
downtown is a blend of “living spac-

es, entertainment spaces,
work spaces, break spaces,” Peter Bruce, the exhibit’s founder, said Thursday morning as a steady
stream of downtown folks
checked out his displays.
“I would say [downtown] is becoming a place.
It’s not just a collection of
buildings,” he added.
Bruce did his first Building Community Exhibition
in the late 1990s. He observed that architectural
building models tended to
be stashed away to collect
dust after a short shelf life
— with limited opportunity for exposure.
With the advent of computer modeling, three-dimensional architectural
models aren’t as prominent
as they used to be, Bruce
noted. Some of the projects were displayed in the
form of two-dimensional
images.
Still, building and development aficionados get enthusiastic about seeing the
spaces and places under
one roof, and observing
how it all fits together, he
said.
“I see them down here
taking pictures of each
other’s work,” he said. “It’s
like a playground for the
designers.”
A group of folks from
Minneapolis-based BKV
Group showed up at the
event with more than a
passing interest in at least
one of the featured buildings: the BKV-designed
A-Mill Artist Lofts.
Working with a team
headed by BKV and Weis
Builders, Plymouth-based
Dominium renovated the
historic, 1880s-vintage Pillsbury A Mill, 315 SE Main
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Hennepin County Commissioner Peter McLaughlin, right, was among the visitors and speakers
at the 17th Annual Building Community Exhibition at the IDS Center in Minneapolis. The event
included this architectural model of the Downtown East development near the Vikings stadium.

St. in Minneapolis, into 251
units of affordable housing
for artists.
Pointing to a display
that showed before and
after pictures, BKV Group
senior associate and managing architect John Stark
described the building as
an “iconic space” that once
housed the largest flour
mill in the world.
The Dominium renovation “really preserves a
great building,” he added.
“People have embraced
this as home. They love it.
… Plus, I love working on
old buildings.”
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Steve Cramer, president
of the Minneapolis Downtown Council, said at the
event that he can’t remember a time when the city
had “so many investments
across such a wide spectrum of activities.”
He put in a plug for the

upcoming renovation of
Peavey Plaza in downtown
Minneapolis, and the $50
million Nicollet Mall makeover, a project that’s intended to create a new signature street in downtown
Minneapolis.
“You may remember
the Boston Big Dig,” Cramer said, referring to the
notoriously costly and
prolonged
megaproject
in Massachusetts. “That
is not what is happening
here. This is the Minneapolis Big Build.”

The event included exhibits by BKV Group,
ESG Architects, HGA Architects & Engineers,
Kraus-Anderson, the Minneapolis Downtown
Council, Pedestrian Studies, Perkins+Will, Ryan
Cos. US Inc., Hargreaves Associates and Damon
Farber Associates.

